Dear Meml)ers of Cong’ress,

We are all aware that America’s health care system is in desperate need of repair. In order to address our

severe health care challenges, we all must work together in a collaborative and bipartisan effort. And we

must be wi]ling to look at solutions clevelopecl Ly all types of health care provi(lers.

Nursing'’s contributions are an essential and indispensal)le part of SOIVing’ our health care crisis. As

you continue to move forward in reforming’ our health care system, we urge you to remember that no

single group of professionals or politicians will solve these complex problems alone. For health

reform to be successful, the voices of nursing must be heard, and any solution must draw on the

critical insight and innovative solutions offered by the nation’s largest group of health professionals.

Nurses, physicians, and other health care professionals have already begun to take action to create com-

monsense solutions that provicle the type of care that Americans urgently need. In many cases, these are

interdisciplinary models of care that produce positive health outcomes and demonstrate cost savings. We

encourage you to examine these moclels; more information can be found on the American Academy of

Nursing's Web site, www.aannet.org. Where applicable, we must encourage the replication or expansion

of these moclels.

Enabling the system to deliver the best possible care at an acceptable cost requires not just reformation but

transformation, which is why we strongly urge you to engage all the various health care professionals.
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